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Ready for the returning threat
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							The impact of rural crime on our communities

As the UK’s leading rural insurer, we understand the true impact of rural crime.

Our Rural Crime Report provides a unique insight into trends and the cost of rural theft.

Every year we gather claims statistics, survey people in the heart of our rural communities and seek views from experts from across police, farming unions and charities to provide a detailed picture of rural crime’s financial and social impact.

In 2022 the cost of rural crime rose sharply by 22%, reaching a total estimate of £49.5 million based on NFU Mutual claims statistics.

World events, such as the conflict in Ukraine, coupled with the cost-of-living crisis, have opened up illicit markets and farmers have increasingly found themselves targeted by both organised and opportunist criminals.  This is having a dire effect on farmers’ wellbeing, many of whom are already facing significant challenges.

To help prevent crime and protect your property you can find advice in our 2023 Rural Crime report. 

Download our Rural Crime Report 2023 [PDF: 998KB]

You can also find out how we are working alongside police, rural communities and our network of local Agents to tackle the issue, as well as our investment of over £400,000 in rural crime initiatives.

But we won’t stop there, and in the years to come we will continue the fight against rural crime in order to ensure that our farmers and rural communities remain protected against criminals in difficult times.
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Farming Insurance
As the UK’s leading rural insurer, we're always looking for ways to keep ahead of industry trends, to ensure your farming business is in safe hands.

Whatever your farming insurance needs, whether smallholdings of a few animals, to larger more complex operations, we can protect your livelihood and your future.


Find out more





							

						

					




					
						
						
							
								
More about rural crime
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ArticleThe fight against combine fires
Each year, combine fires put farmers’ lives at risk, as well as causing expensive damage, disruption and stress. As well as the safety risks, combine fires mean farmers could lose critical harvesting time.
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ArticleRural crime: Security savings for farm vehicles
Help protect your agricultural vehicles and get an NFU Mutual security discount too. See our list of approved Thatcham devices and fitted security systems.
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ArticlePreventing GPS Theft
In recent years, GPS systems have been one of the most frequently-stolen items from farms because of their high value and portability. We saw the national cost of claims for GPS theft almost double in 2020 to £2.9m.
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